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westerly direction of the wind due to the isobars is
sufficiently obvious, but superimposed on that we find
every day an irregular tendency for the wind to veer a
little towards the north-west during the day, and to back
again during the night. We also see another feature of
British winds, viz. the increased gustiness by day com-
pared with the night. This is shown by the more
irregular trace during the day hours.

From a simple case of this sort we can readily see
both the amount of diurnal variation as well as the
manner in which it can easily be masked. When the
general features of the weather are feebly marked, then
the diurnal variations are strong, and may be the
prominent character of the day. This is common in
many tropical countries., especially in those which are
habitually covered by anticyclones. In variable climates,
like that of Great Britain, on the contrary, the diurnal
variations are only obvious in the finest settled summer
weather; and in winter, when the general changes are
very intense, the diurnal features are often completely lost.

We may then lay down as a general rule that the
prominence of the diurnal variations of weather are a
measure of the settled or unsettled character of the
climate of any place.

Any attempt to discuss all the details of diurnal wind,
or the different theories which have been suggested, with
more or less probability, to account for it. is beyond the
scope of this work. All that we wish to do is to give a
clear sketch of the general nature of diurnal variation,
and especially of the manner in which it is subordinated
to the great laws of dependence of weather on isobars.